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Abstract
Urbanization refers to a process through which a growing percentage of
population moves from rural to urban regions. It deals with the expansion of
Cities and Towns as result of several factors including the reclassification of rural
areas as urban ones, migration from rural to urban areas, and natural population
growth. Significant changes in economic, social and environmental facets of
society are brought about by urbanization, which had an impact on everything
from opportunities and cultural norms to infrastructure and lifestyle. The
urbanization process in India has been taking place since ancient times; however
the process was neither uniform nor continuous in all epochs. The medieval
period in India throws light particularly about the Mughal period (1526 to 1857
CE) which witnesses a continuous and a high-level growth of urbanization with
much greatness as compared to earlier period. Several new towns emerged and
the existing towns expanded. The towns and cities of the period performed varied
and overlapping roles.
The process of urbanization even dates back to the period of Delhi sultanate (1206
A.D. to 1526 A.D.) Delhi sultanate saw the emergence of several new institutions
viz. Khanqah (Jammat khanas), sarais, Thanas, Madrasas (Educational
institutions), Royal courts, Dar-ul-shifa (Hospitals) and Bazaars (Markets)which
facilitated and accelerated the process of urbanization and the growth of urban
centres. However during both the periods several other factors contributed to the
emergence and growth of particular towns or urban centres. Even Historians such
as Irfan Habib, Tapan Raychaudhuri, H.K Naqvi, Shireen Moosvi, Iqtadar
Hussain Siddiqui; have discussed about the wurbanization, social changes
encountered due to urbanization, urban centres and industries and the economy
prevailed during the period in their works.Several Historians had named several
cities during the Mughal and the Delhi sultanate period which developed as
Administrative centres, Pilgrimage centres, Commercial towns and Port towns
such as Delhi, Lahore, Agra, Patna, Benaras, Sialkot, Multan, Hissar, Jaunpur,
Ahmedabad, Hugli etc. Thus these towns and cities contributed gradually to the
process of urbanization.
This paper’s primary goal is to provide the readers a basic comprehension of the
urbanization and the process of expansion of towns and cities that took place
during the Mughal and the Delhi sultanate periods.
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INTRODUCTION

Urbanization is one of the common characteristic of economic development. With the gradual
growth of the economy, the process of urbanization also developed. Urbanization relies on the
movement of extent population from rural to urban regions, as well as the development of
specific industrialized urban centres. In Medieval India towns and cities developed as
administrative centres, centres of pilgrimage, commercial towns and port towns.

Urbanization in India had been happening for centuries, although it has not been consistent
throughout all time periods. During the Mughal era, there was a significant and steady increase
in urbanization, surpassing the levels seen in earlier periods. In the Mughal period

several new towns came up and several existing towns expanded. Mughal India consisted of a
large urban population. “Under the Mughals, as under earlier regimes, but now with a greater
degree of intensity, the cities and towns of the sub-continent fulfilled diverse and overlapping
roles”.! The Mughal era’s political stability and economic prosperity facilitated the urbanization
process. To maintain and govern a strong political empire, several urban centres emerged in the
different parts of the Mughal Empire. During the period of Mughals, urbanization was marked by
the expansion of existing cities and the establishment of new ones.

The process of urbanization was also seen during the sultanate period. During the Delhi
sultanate, there were new establishments like Khangahs (jammat khanas), sarais, thanas,
madrasas (educational institutions), royal courts, dar-ul shifa (hospitals)and bazaars, that
contributed to the development and expansion of urban centres. However several other factors
also contributed to the emergence and prosperity of a particular town.

Historians; Irfan Habib and Tapan Raychoudhuri, had mentioned in their work “The Cambridge
Economic History of India Volume I (c.1200- ¢.1750)”( 434)that the majority of the inhabitants
of the Indian subcontinent during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries spent their entire lives
in a predominantly agrarian village society, with only a small minority being familiar with urban
patterns of living, but the term ‘urban’ is used loosely. However regardless of the exact quantity,
Mughal India’s urban population was economically and culturally significant much beyond its
size.

Several foreign travellers who have visited India during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
have referred to the cities, towns and urban life of the countryside during the period. Francois
Bernier (1656-1658) in his Book “Travels in the Mughal empire” mentioned about the life of the
peasantry, their conditions, towns, industries, urban culture, life in the countryside and the
manufactures of India. He described Mughal cities as “camp towns”.

Francois bernier has referred to the workmanship of the society prevailing during the Mughal
period as follows: “Numerous are the instances of handsome pieces of workmanship made by
persons destitute of tools, and who can scarcely be said to have received instruction from a
master. Among other things, the Indians make excellent muskets, and fowling-pieces, and such

! Habib Irfan, Raychaudhuri Tapan, The Cambridge Economic History of India Vol-1:(c.1200-c.1750),p. 434

2
Vol. 11 Issue III, September 2024


http://www.indianscholar.co.in/

ISSN 2350-109X
Invian Scholar  vwww.indianscholar.co.in

An International Multidisciplinary Research e-Journal

FIndian Scho

lar

beautiful gold ornaments that it may be doubted if the exquisite workmanship of those articles
can be exceeded by any European goldsmith.”

Similarly Abbe Carre, a Frenchman, he visited Mughal India between 1672 and 1674 has
recorded his information in “The travels of Abbe carre in India and the Near East” about the port
towns . Referring to the extant of population of cities during the Mughal period, Francois bernier
has mentioned ; “What is the extent of the population of that city, and the number of its
respectable inhabitants as compared with the capital of France? When I consider that Paris
consists of three or four cities piled upon one another, all of them containing numerous
apartments, filled, for the most part, from top to bottom, that the streets are thronged with men
and women, on foot and horseback ; with carts, chaises, and coaches ; and that there are very few
large squares, courts, or gardens ; reflecting, I say, upon all these facts, Paris appears to me the
nursery of the world, and I can scarcely persuade myself that Dehli contains an equal number of
people”.3Thus Foreign travellers account provides us evidence about the existence of cities
during the Mughal period along with presence of urban centres and excellent craftsmanship
during the aforesaid period.

URBANIZATION DURING THE MUGHAL PERIOD

In the Mughal period newly developed urban centers with their trading and industrial
characteristics formed a different social pattern. The cities and urban centers during the Mughal
period had their different spatial importance. According to Irfan habib, Gujarat had its
importance during the Mughal period due to its ports and trading activities. Agra and Delhi were
the main administrative political centre during the Mughal period. According to Historian H.K.
Naqvi, in Lahore, Delhi, Agra political activities and administration has been seen.
Concentration of population, production, consumption has been seen in the Lucknow, Banaras
and Allahabad region.4 Sinopoli said that “The Mughal imperial capital was not a single urban
centre throughout the Mughal period, but a series of capitals within the broad imperial one”. The
Mughal rulers throughout their rule they don’t have a single capital city, they changed their
capital through time, so various cities developed during the period.

There is lack of evidence about writing the history of urban centres in India. But we found
sources such as writings of European merchants and travellers who were fascinated about the
towns and cities of Mughal India. Bernier in his writings had compared Delhi and Agra with
Paris and London. And he states that these two cities rival Paris in beauty, extent and in terms of
population. Khafi khan, the Mughal historian had referred to numerous towns and cities of
Mughal India. In the year 1708 the Sikhs under Banda describe about Sirhind as an wealthy town
with merchants , Bankers and tradesmen, men of money and gentlemen of every class and there
were especially learned and religious in great numbers residing there .For more than a century
Sirhind has been one of the most flourishing towns of the empire producing high quality cotton
textiles and containing more than 300 Mosques, Sarais and many Dargahs.

EXTENT OF URBANISATION IN THE MUGHAL PERIOD

2 Bernier, Frangois, Travels in the Mogul Empire,A.D.1656-1668,p.254
3 Bernier, Frangois, Travels in the Mogul Empire, A.D.1656-1668, p.281
4 Naqvi,H.K,Urban Centres and Industries in Upper India from 1556-1803,1928
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The ruling class of Mughal period was almost entirely town centered. Though their income
depended on the expropriation of a large portion of agricultural surplus, the Jagirdars and their
retinue only partly lived directly ‘off the land’.> The jagirs were service assignments and were
not hereditary and the system of transfer of posts and jagirs were designed to prevent the
development of any local roots.

The relationship between the Jagirdar and villages in his jagir entirely revolved around his claim
to bulk of peasant’s surplus in form of land revenue. His own establishment, domestic as well as
military was usually quartered in the towns or in camps away from his jagir. The net revenue
realized (Jama) was thus a large part drained away from countryside to maintain the emperor and
jagirdars establishment and retinue in the towns. Buchanan, found that there was a group of
blacksmith in towns making swords, spears, knives and guns especially for rural markets.
According to Irfan habib, the demand for urban goods existed among prosperous zamindars, but
he doubts that demand existed among peasants to recognizable extent. According to pelseart,
articles made of Gold and Silver were generally in demand such as Bead steads, fan-handles,
dishes, cups and betel boxes. And half of the value of silver might be paid to the manufacturer.
This shows that even in the case of high value goods made of silver the cost of labor would
amount to a third of the total value.

According to a data collected by Buchanan, early in the nineteenth century, the cost of yarn
amounted for 72.6% of the total value of coarse cloth, while the price of uncleaned cloth used in
it amounted to 44.3% of the total value of yarn. Thus the basic cost of raw material in cloth was
32.162% of the value of end product, and that of labour is 67.838%. The zamindars or the village
headmen spent some amount of their income on superior quality cloth, muskets, ornaments,
weapons and other luxury craft goods which were mainly produced in the towns. The banyas
also spent much on ornaments and other communities of merchants such as Muslim bohras,
Iranians etc. They probably spent a high portion of their income on luxury and consumer goods.
Several food and non-food products were produced in the rural areas during the Mughal period
for consumption in urban centers and markets.

According to Nizamuddin Ahmad, author of Tabaqat-i Akbari, Akbar’s empire contained 120
big cities and 3,200 townships (qgasbas), each having around it 100 to 1000 villages. Given the
total population of Akbar’s empire (not the whole India) as 983 millions.® And according to
Tabaqat’s number of towns, the population of an average town should have been 4,435.

The classification of towns made in the Tabaqat, was 120 full-fledged cities besides 3,200
townships, or one city to nearly 27 townships were cannot be exactly estimated but we can say
that some of the towns in the Mughal empire were very large indeed. In 1581 monserrate,
considered Lahore, second to none either in Asia or in Europe. Coryat, in 1615 compared it to
Constantinople. In the seventeenth century Bernier, found Delhi greater than Paris.Ahmedabad
was described as comparable to London and its suburbs. The European travellers in the
seventeenth century also gave numerical estimate of the population of major cities of the Mughal
empire, but the basis of these estimates were unknown, so it’s not possible to use them exactly,
although it indicates existence of large urban populations in the Mughal empire. Besides these
estimates of the European travellers, the populations of the two Mughal cities have been

> Moosvi,Shireen, The Economy of the Mughal Empire,c.1595, A Statistical Study, p.301
6 Moosvi,Shireen,People, Taxation,and Trade in Mughal India,2008,p.129
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estimated on basis of contemporary quantitative evidence. According to estimate of Irfan habib,
on basis of size of the imperial establishment and the workforce required to cater the needs of the
nobility and the court, the population of Akbar’s capital Fatehpur - sikri in the 1580s at 220,000.
Similarly population of Delhi was estimated by Fatima A. Imam as 600,000 . And Agra was
replaced by Delhi as the major capital of the empire though the size of Agra remained
impressive. Thus if the size of the largest cities could be an index of urbanization, then the
Mughal empire had attained a higher level than that of the western Europe in 1600.

CITIES AND TOWNS DURING THE MUGHAL PEROD :

Dr. H.K. Nagqgvi, in her book describes about five cities: Delhi, Lahore, Agra, Patna and Benaras
as famous for textile, copper, iron, salt, sugar and paper industries. In Mughal India cities were
famous for its cotton cloth manufacture industry. Every settled habitation attracts numerous
craftsmen to meet its non-agricultural requirements and this led to size of city or town to grow.
The Mughal rulers of India built many towns for administrative or military reasons to increase
their prestige and wealth but still these towns advanced the economic development of the state.
Most large cities in India grew from Pre-Muslim origins and without the benefit of government
impetus. Under the Mughals new industries developed due to economic changes introduced by
the Muslim rulers in the subcontinent. This particular reason led the industrial centers to grow as
towns and cities.

In medieval India towns and cities Developed as Adminstrative centres, centres of pilgrimage,
commercial towns and port towns.Thanjvur and the cities of Delhi, Agra, Lahore, Hyderabad and
Faizabad were administrative town centres.The cities of Delhi and Agra were well protected by
forts, the towns had mosques, Bazaars and sarais. Nobles, officials, soldiers, physicians and
artists all settled in these cities and Karkhanas were also set up in these cities. Vrindavan in Uttar
Pradesh, somnath in Gujarat, Kanchipuram and Madurai in Tamil nadu, Tirupati in Andhra
Pradesh and Ajmer in Rajasthan were some of the pilgrimage towns.The commercial towns
developed along the Trade routes and these towns were linked by roads and trade played an
important role in its growth. Many of the sarais built along the road became commercial towns
such as cities of Patna and Ahmedabad. The majority of the towns were equipped with
fortification walls that included one or more gates. The primary inhabitants of the city lived
resided within these walls. Generally the nobles or prince built these mansions and gardens
outside the gates of the towns in many cities like Delhi, Agra, Patna, Allahabad and Ahmedabad
thus settlement developed unto sub-urbs. In the planned towns markets were properly laid. Shops
were found on both sides of the main roads with shopkeeper living behind the shops. Many of
the markets in Mughal period were specialized in a particular commodity. Names of various
areas or localities suggest their speciality such as ; In Agra Lohagali was specialized in Iron
objects, Chenitoli specialized for sugar mart, Ghallamandi was the grain market, Dalmandi was
the market for pulses, Nilpara was the Indigo market etc. In Delhi Jauhri bazaar was specialized
in Jewellery market, Sabjimandi (vegetable market) and churiwala was market for Bangles etc.
The residential areas of towns were called Mohalla which were often identified by the
professional groups resided there.

During the Mughal period Agra, Delhi, Lahore, and Aurangabad developed as they were
imperial residences for long period, regional capitals like Ahmadabad, Golconda, Hyderabad
developed as regional administrative centres. Every suba had quarters functioned as a regional
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capital and attracted entrepreneurs to exploit its commercial potential and helped them grow as
towns. Qasbas or townships in Akbar’s time was said to be 3,200 in number also seems to have
grown along with the larger towns and cities.

One of the township in Punjab flourished greatly under the Mughals, In the town dozen Bazars,
multistoreyed havelis, temples,well built mosques as well as Jama’masjid and an Imambara came
up./It’s wall consisting of twelve gates were built in the reign of Muhammad shah, outside the
wall there wereTanks, Gardens, Karvansarai, Mosques, Temples, Cremation-grounds, Grave
yards and few fortresses. Thus during the Mughal period several towns and cities emerged and
Batala was one of them.

URBANISATION DURING THE PERIOD OF DELHI SULTANATE

According to Ali kufi, cities during the Delhi sultanate were centres of Royal seats marked by
the royal presence such as Palaces, Gardens, fountains etc. He informs that ‘The town of Alor
was the capital city of Hind and Sind. It was mentioned as town consisting of various kinds of
royal buildings, villages, Gardens, fountains, streams, meadows and trees and was situated on the
bank of a river called Mehran’ kufi also represented cities as headquarters and seats of
governance such as Brahminabad, siwistan, Iskandah, Multan and mattah. He also mentioned
about fortified towns of Delhi sultanate such as Babiah, Bahror, Multan, Sikkah, Bhallor, Sisam,
Ramal etc.

According to Hasan Nizami, Delhi is one of the principal cities of Hindustan, he calls Delhi as,
“The land of Bounty and the Qibla(source) of delight and ‘the centre of prestige and prosperity’.
Ziauddin Barani applauds the grandeur of Delhi as chief centre of learning.... the royal capital of
Delhi had emerged as the great city and had become a source of envy for Baghadad and a cause
of jealousy for Egypt, equal to Constantinople and comparable to Bait al-Maqgdis(Jerusalem)..in
every branch of learning’.8

According to H.k. Nagbi, Towns and urban growth was due to political activities of the highly
centralized state established in Delhi such as Lahore, Sialkot, Multan, Hissar, Jaunpur,
Ahmadabad, Burhanpur and Agra were initially administrative centres and later grew as urban
centres. According to Nagbi, maintenance of law, urbanization of industries and improvement in
communication system were the factors responsible for growth of towns during the period of
Delhi sultanate.

TOWNS AND CITIES IN THE DELHI SULTANATE

Lahore, Multan, Ahmedabad, cambay were some of the urban centres in which commercial and
industrial activities were carried on. While some of the towns such as Hugli and Bhakkar
emerged as purely trading towns. Production centres such as Samana, jaunpur, seshwan and sirohi
were small in size during the period often belonged to the category of qasbah .

According to Andre wink, sultanate cities were mainly ‘garrison towns’ some of which evolved
as cities. He listed many as eighteen such towns including Delhi, Gwalior, Mutan, Uchh, Kara,
Lahore, Manikpur and Lakhnauti. Acording to Sunil kumar, when the Turks emerged on the
subcontinent many of these towns were established and flourishing urban centres and most of

’ Banga,Indu,Agrarian Roots of Urbanization: The Case of Medieval Batala,1981,Vol.42,Proceedings of Indian
History Congress,p.340
8 Barani,Ziauddin,Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi,2015,p.209,217
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them have gained their position as capital towns. Similarly Hasan nizami, mentioned Delhi as
capital and principal town at the same time. And Andre wink, also describes Multan as large and
populated town having strong fortress.

In the Delhi Sultanate we saw the emergence of some new institutions such as Khanqah, sarai,
thana, madrasas, royal courts and Bazaars which helped in process of urbanization and growth of
urban centres. Various provinces (Iqtas) emerged as prominent urban centres under certain
nobles or governors. During the period Kara and Manikpur ,important administrative centres
emerged as hub of trading activities where merchants from Khurasan and all parts of Hindustan
gathered together as mentioned by Minhaj. According to Ibn Battuta these cities were chief
centres of supply of wheat, rice, sugar and cloth to Delhi. Badaun was also mentioned as one of
the principal cities of Hindustan. Cities such a Multan, Kalpi, Jaunpur, Ahmadabad and Bidar
gained importance and they rose to status of provincial capital towns during the period of Delhi
sultanate. Nagaur due to its popularity among sufi saints emerged from a small town to an
important centre of commerce and learning. Similarly Ajodhan emerged as an important qasbah
as a result of it being a hospice of Shaikh-ul Islam Fariduddin Ganj-I shakar.Thus in the early
phase of establishment of the Delhi sultanate activities of sufi saint and ulemas facilitated
emergence of urban centre in surrounding areas where they established their Khaqahs.

Thanas emerged as the chief markers of new emerging towns. According to Barani’s account
during reign of sultan Ghiyasuddin Balban suggests that thanas were mainly established as police
posts in the regions t maintain law and order. Thanas established with afghan garrisons by
Balban were Jalali,kampil,patiali,bhojpur,shamsabad and bogaon in the Ganga-Yamuna doab.’
The khangahs, sarais and thanas in coarse of time emerged as important urban centres and thus
they played key role in the process of urbanization during the sultanate period.

Sultans and nobles during the Delhi sultanate had established Karkhanas in the capitals and
nobles n the provinces which catered the needs of the elites. Karkhanas became chief centres of
employment for large number of artisans and it also grew int centres of training where the old
artisans and slaves were trained in new crafts which the Turks brought with them. According to
Afif, Sultan Firuz Tughluq had thirty six karkhanas where he trained and employed his slaves. In
the Delhi sultanate new towns emerged such as Hansi, Bhatinda, Bayana, Meerut, Panipat, Kol,
Badaun, Pakpattan and Abohar. According to Ibn battuta, Uchh was a large town with fine
Bazaars and buildings. Among the important centres of production towns Lahore was famous for
its sugar, sirsa and lakhi jungle along with Sutlej emerged prominent centres of ghi production.
Ibn battuta, mentioned it as a big town and a major supplier of excellent quality of rice to Delhi.
Bayana was called as a large town with magnificent mosques and Qanauj was mentioned by Ibn
battuta as large, well built and strong fortified city. Chanderi is mentioned as consisted of
flourishing markets , having strong fort and 14,000 strong mansions, a number of Bazaars, sarais
and mosques.

The sultanate period showed growth of a new category of towns, Qasbas(townships)which were
smaller than the towns, emerged. It was initially a walled fortress administrative township which
later developed into a full-fledged township.

Another term is found mention in sources of sultanate are the port towns or the maritime cities,
as Hasan nizami, mentions Neharwala (Anhilwara)as one of the most famous maritime cities.The

? Sidddiqui,Hussain,Iqtidar,Delhi Sultanate: Urbanization and Social Change,2012,p.31
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major port towns in Gujarat during the period were Pattan, Diu, Sorath and Gandhar. Mangalore,
cochin, Calicut, quilin were important port towns in the Malabar. Ibn battuta, calls Cambay as
the ‘finest’ port town having excellent constructions.

ANALYSIS

It is evident from the discussion that Urbanization took place during the Medieval period in India
in the Delhi sultanate and the period of Mughals dating back to twelfth centuries and even
continued during sixteenth, seventeenth centuries and even later. However, the process of
urbanization was neither uniform nor continuous in all the periods. The Literary sources refer to
Mughal period witnessing a continuous and high level growth of urbanization as compared to
earlier periods. As evident from the emergence of various Towns, Cities, Craft works, growth of
population and the emergence of urban centers specialized in production of various types of
craftsmanship as mentioned by Historians and Foreign Travelers accounts. Similar to the
scenario during Mughal period, the period of Delhi sultanate saw the growth of several new
institutions such as; Sarai's , Thanas, Madrasas (Educational institutions), khangah, Royal courts,
Bazaars, which contributed to the process of urbanization and the growth of urban centers.
Mughal period witnessed development of urban centers having different spatial significance. As
mentioned by Historian Irfan Habib, that Gujarat had its importance during the Mughal period as
Port Town, due to its ports and trading activities. Similarly, Agra and Delhi became
Administrative and Political centers during the Mughal period. Similarly, concentration of
Population, Production, Consumption, has been seen in Lucknow, Benaras and Allahabad region.
Sinopoli, a Historian has referred that Mughal imperial capital was not a single urban center
throughout the Mughal period, but a series of capitals within the broad imperial ones.
Several European Merchants and Travelers were fascinated by the presence and activities of
Towns and cities of Mughal India as mentioned by them in their accounts or Travelogue. One
such significant source is the Travel account of Foreign Traveler Francois Bernier, who have
visited India during reign of Mughal emperor .. , in his writings ha had compared the cities of
‘Delhi’ and ‘Agra’ with ‘Paris’ and ‘London’. In addition, he stated that these two cities rival
Paris in Beauty, extant and in terms of Population.

The account of Sikh under their leader Banda, describes Sirhind as wealthy town with
Merchants, Bankers, Tradesman and that man of money resided there. In addition, Sirhind has
been one of the most flourishing town of the Mughal empire due to Production of high quality of
cotton textiles and due to presence of architectural forms such as; more than three hundred
Mosques, Sarais, and Dargahs.

Literary sources provide evidence to the extent of urbanization during the Mughal era, Historian
such as Irfan Habib, has mentioned that the population of emperor Akbar’s capital Fatehpur Sikri
in 1580s at 220,000. Thus, if the size of largest cities could be an index of urbanization, then the
Mughal empire has attained a higher level of urbanization than that of Western Europe in 1600.
Similarly providing insight into the urbanization process during the period of Delhi sultanate ,
several literary sources provide evidence of presence of cities and towns during the period.
According to Historian Ali Kufi, the cities during the sultanate period as centers of Royal seats
with Royal presence such as Palaces , Gardens, Fountains etc. In addition, he also mentioned that
cities emerged as Headquarters and seats of Governance during the sultanate period such as;
Siwistan, Brahminabad, Multan, Mattah etc. Another term found referring to urbanization in
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sultanate period was presence of Fortified towns such as; Babiah, Bahror, Bhallor, Sisam, Ramal
etc. Historian H.K. Nagbi refers that towns and urban growth in Delhi sultanate was due to
Political activities and highly centralized state established in Delhi such as; Lahore, Sialkot,
Hissar, Jaunpur, Ahmedabad and Agra as they were initially administrative centers and later
emerged as urban centers. Lahore, Multan, Ahmedabad, Cambay, were some of the urban centers
in which commercial and industrial activities were performed. Hugli and Bhakkar emerged as
Trading Towns.
Historian Andre wink has referred the sultanate cities mainly as ‘Garrison Towns’ some of which
evolved as cities , and he listed as many as eighteen towns including Delhi, Gwalior, Multan,
Kara, Lahore, Lakhnauti etc. Delhi sultanate saw the emergence of certain new institutions such
as Khanqah’s, Sarais, Than as, Madrasas, Royal courts, Bazaars which further accelerated the
process of urbanization leading to growth of several urban centers.

CONCLUSION

Thus, it is evident from the discussion that urbanization took place during the Mughal and the
Delhi sultanate period. The process of urbanization has been a steady development over time.
The process of Urbanization has brought several significant changes in the lives of people either
it is socially, economically or politically which was a merit to many. The urbanization process
during the above-mentioned periods led to economic growth, urban centers became hubs of
Trade and Commerce; facilitating economic growth through markets, Artisan workshops and
financial benefits through moneylenders. The process also contributed to several cultural changes
such as; cities attracted scholars, poets, artisans and craftsmen, leading to cultural exchanges
across regions and flourishing arts and literature. Thus, we see that as a result of emergence of
large number of urban centers and towns, accelerated the process of urbanization during the
medieval period as reflected in both the sultanate and the Mughal period. It facilitated
Governance and enforcement of law and order, provided opportunities for social mobility
through Education, Trade, services to Royal courts etc. And last but not the least urbanization led
to development of architectural styles, characterized by Forts, Palaces, Mosques, Monuments;
contributing to our cultural and architectural heritage.
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